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^0 our ifarm-^&erbantfif. 

•Dear Friends — The Talks with you in this 
little book were first given in the Parish Maga- 
zine — "Life and Work." I have been made 
very thankful indeed by the warm welcome 
they have received from you and from all 
classes of the community. 

In many quarters a desire has been mani- 
fested that these Talks should be published 
in some such form as this. So, in response 
to that desire, here they are, dedicated to God 
and to you, with the earnest wish and prayer 
that they may do something to help you to 
make the best of yourselves and the best of 

both worlds. 

An Old Farm-Servant. 

December 1882. 
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No. I. 

THE LEAVING HOME FOR THE FHIST PLACE. 

Dear Friends — We cannot get on without 
you. If we had not you to plough, sow, reap, 
and rear our cattle, we should soon starve. 
Moreover, the happiness of our homes, especi- 
ally in our country parishes, depends in great 
measure upon you. Whether these homes are 
to be bright and heavenly, or dark and un- 
heavenly, depends very much upon the manner 
of spirit you are of, upon the way you do your 
daily work. 

Well, then, seeing that you are such a 
mighty power, and play such an important part 
in God's worid, I have been called upon to 
tell you this, and to try to speak a word for 
your good. Right willingly do I answer this 
call, because I myself feel a very special in- 
terest in, and connection with, you, and a very 
special call from God to do what I am able 
for your good. 

But who am I ? you will naturally ask. Well, 
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2 THE LEAVING HOME 

I am not going to tell you my name. It is 
really of very little importance to you, whether 
that name be Andrew or Thomas, James or 
John, or any other of the common or uncommon 
names by which men are called. The important 
thing for you is to give earnest heed to what I 
am earnestly praying our God to give me to 
speak to you ; to search, consider, judge, and 
decide, whether what I say to you be not God's 
truth, and whether it would not be for your 
temporal and eternal well-being to lay it up in 
your hearts and practise it in your lives. Now 
then, never mind my name. Just think of me 
as one who loves you ; as one who knows you 
well ; as one who is intimately acquainted with 
all the outs and ins of your life; all its good 
and bad things ; all its trials, temptations, 
difficulties. Just think of me as one of your- 
selves, only somewhat better schooled, and able 
to spell and write somewhat better than most 
of you ; and so able to talk with you in the 
pages of this little book. 

Come now, let us draw close together in 
mutual confidence ; and may our Heavenly 
Father, in Christ Jesus our Lord, join our 
company, and brighten and bless our intercourse 
by His presence, and by the light, leading, 
power, and comfort of His Holy Spirit. 

Well, dear friends, where shall we begin? 
It is difficult to know where. Let us begin as 
near the beginning as we can. But where is 
that 1 Is it not the first feeing, the going away 
from the home and the father and mother to 
the first place, the boy or girl, fairly and fully, 
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for the first time, leaving home for the first 
service 1 Here, at any rate, we shall begin. 

Fathers and mothers, I have something to say- 
to you concerning that dear boy or girl of yours 
that you are sending, for the first time, out 
into that evil world. Behold your beloved 
one ! Consider and say, as in God's sight, how 
he is furnished and prepared to face the evils, 
temptations, dangers, into which he is setting 
out. You have, I suppose, done your best to 
get his clothes all right and ready ; the mother 
has been washing and mending and making 
with all a mother's might and love, and there 
are all your boy's things trim and tidy in the 
trunk and bag. So far so good. But this is 
not enough. What about your boy's heart and 
mind ? What about his intellectual and moral 
and spiritual outfit and outset ? Have you seen 
to his education? Is he well schooled? Will 
he be able, with ease, to write home to you to 
tell you how he is getting on ? Can he read 
so well as to be able to enjoy reading? Ah, 
parents, I have met with a good many of your 
children sent out into the world very badly 
educated, whose education had been very sin- 
fully and shamefully neglected. They couldn't 
write to any practical purpose. They couldn't 
count; and from this circumstance lost good 
situations, which their conduct and capabilities 
in other respects fitted them for. They were 
such bad readers, that when the master wished, 
on the Lord's Day evening, to gather his house- 
hold around him to read, verse about, a portion 
of God's Word, they were not willing to come. 
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4 THE LEAVING HOME 

This unwillingness the master perhaps thought 
was owing to hardness of heart, obstinacy, 
wickedness ; whereas, if the poor soul had had 
the courage to tell the truth, he would have 
said something like this : " Master, I don't like 
to come, because I am such a bad reader. I 
can read so badly, that I think shame to come 
and read with the rest. If they heard me, I 
am sure they would look down upon me and 
laugh at me ; and I don't like to be looked 
down upon and laughed at." For the same 
reason, when their master and mistress and 
minister request them, they will not come to 
the Bible Class. Parents, I have seen by far 
too many children sent out into the world with 
their education thus neglected, and my heart 
has bled over them; and I have wondered 
what kind of fathers and mothers theirs were, 
who could have sent them out into the world 
in that way; wondered what kind of hearts 
their fathers and mothers could have, that 
could bear the thought of their own dear boys 
and girls out in the world in such a condition. 

Such, parents, is one most important ques- 
tion to be asked and answered before God over 
that boy who is just setting out to his first 
place : — How has he been educated ? Is it 
well with the child in this respect 1 It will be 
an imspeakable satisfaction and comfort to you 
in parting with him, if you can, in God's sight, 
say : It is well with him in this respect. We 
have done our best for his education. Our 
boy will be able to take his place and hold up 
his head among others in so far as scholarship 
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is concerned. He can read, write, and count 
well. He has also been taught to think The 
power of thought has been awakened in him, 
so that he can distinguish things that differ— 
can, in the companions, books, influences, cir- 
cumstances, he may come in contact with, 
search, see, and decide as to what is right and 
wrong, true and false, pure and impure, noble 
and vile. 

So far 80 good — very good, we again say, 
parents ; but even this is not enough. There 
is yet another question to be* asked and 
answered concemmg your boy's outfit and out- 
set in life. It is this : Have you attended to 
his religious education, to his moral and spiritual 
training? You had him baptised into the 
name of the Father and of the Saviour and of 
the Holy Spirit — the God of our salvation. 
And you promised then to bring him up as a 
child of God. Well, have you done it 1 Does 
he know his Heavenly Father's name and love 
as made known in Christ Jesus our Saviour ? 
Is he familiar with the glad tidings of great 
joy about the Saviour, who is Christ the Lord 1 
parents, as a farm-servant, I have met with 
many boys and girls sent out into service very 
poorly provided for in this respect— many, 
many that know hardly anything about God's 
Word and the way of life revealed there. 
They could tell you scarcely anything about 
the simplest facts which concern the Lord Jesus 
Christ as their Saviour. In these young hearts 
and minds and memories there was stored up 
nothing for God to save them with — no 
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material laid in for the Holy Spirit to work 
upon and save them by. They were sent out 
to fight the battle of life without God, And is 
it any wonder that the devil and the world and 
the flesh had very easy work in conquering 
and crushing them 1 What chance have such 
against youthful lusts, evil companions, and all 
the manifold powers of wickedness ? O parents 
think of what an awful thing it is to send your 
children away from you so ill provided for as 
regards the om thing needful If you would 
only think of -it, you could not do it. 

Such, parents, is another most important 

question to be asked and answered, before your 

God, over that boy whom you are just parting 

with : — Has he been brought up in the nurture 

and admonition of the Lord? Has he been 

taught to know, love, and obey his Father in 

Heaven? Father — mother, we will hope you 

can answer here also: "It is well with our 

child. In the light and love of parting with 

him, we see and feel that we might have done 

more for his spiritual well-being ; but we can 

say that we have earnestly tried to lift our 

beloved one up on our love into the love of the 

Heavenly Parent, We can say that he knows 

the good news about the All-sufficient Saviour. 

We can say that before letting his hand out of 

ours, we have, by our prayers and precepts and 

practice, earnestly endeavoured to put it into 

the loving strong hand of his Heavenly Father, 

so that when he leaves us he does not go out 

alone into a fatherless and friendless world. 

His Father is with him ! " Blessed the parents, 
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and blessed the child, that are in such a case ! 
— Now then, thus furnished and prepared, our 
boy (or girl) is just ready to start. He has 
taken up his bag to go away. But no, not just 
yet. Tliere is something still wanting. His 
mother bids him lay down his bag for a little, 
takes him by the hand, goes with him to a 
quiet comer of the house, kneels down with 
him at her side, puts her hand on his head, 
and, with all the love and power of a mother's 
heart, puts her boy into the love and care of 
her G'od and Father ; — pouring out her heart 
to Him that He would protect and preserve her 
dear one through all the evils and temptations 
and dangers of the life before him — ^protect and 
preserve him to meet her, to part no more, in 
the heavenly home. This done, she puts into 
his hand the nice new Bible she has ready for 
the occasion, and, with a mother's farewell, he 
sets out. And what a hopeftd outset is this! 
What a blessed thing it is to get such a good 
start! How different would be the condition 
of our farm-servant men and women if they all 
had a start like this ! That boy will never for- 
get that start — will never forget that mother. 
Through all his life he will feel that mother's 
hand on his head and hear that mother's prayers. 
When down in sin, when sorely tempted to 
some great wickedness, the pressure of that 
mother's hand and the powef of that mother's 
prayers will raise him up again, and enable him 
to overcome. That mother's God will hear that 
mother's prayers, and keep that which she has 
committed to Him. 
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We shall see your boy home to his first 
place in our next Talk. Meantime, we cannot 
part with you without saying, from the ful- 
ness of our heart : Well done, good and faith- 
ful mother. Go away, with a peaceful, hope- 
ful heart, to your daily duties in that home 
and among those children still with you. As 
regards the beloved one who has just gone, 
" Let not your heart be troubled, neither let it 
be afraid." Your God and his God loves him 
far better than even you do, and right well do • 
you feel that you love him as well as would 
save him a hundred times over, if you were 
only able. Ah, but your God and his God, 
unto whom you have entrusted him, is able, 
and He will do it. Go away and bring up and 
send out all your children into the world as 
well as you have done in the case of that one, 
and verily your life and labour will not be in 
vain in the Lord. Great will be your reward 
in heaven. The world may think little or 
nothing of you and your self-sacrificing love and 
prayers and pains in that humble home of yours; 
but the God in whom you trust, and unto whom 
you are devoting your life — He thinketh upon 
you. You are more useful to Him, are doing 
more for His glory, and have more of the 
honour that cometh from Him, than many of 
the world's great ones who are living in the full 
blaze of earthly fame and renown. 



No. II. 

THE ROAD TO, AND ARRIVAL AT, THE FIRST 

PLACE. 

The great Napoleon, on being once asked, 
" What is the great want of the French nation 1" 
replied, " Mothers!^ So we would say that one 
great want of the farm-servants is mothers; 
pure, elevated, consecrated, Christian mothers, 
to bring up their children and send them out into 
the world in the way we pictured in our last 
Talk. Yes, pictured ; for we had the painM 
feeling that there are few such mothers and few 
such outsets in life as we there painted. That 
there are some such mothers, we know ; but we 
also know that there are a great many more 
mothers, coarse, careless, ignorant, ungodly, 
whose mighty motherly power darkens God and 
drives their children away from Him, instead 
of brightening God and bringing their children 
near to Him, and putting them into His fatherly 
love and keeping : many more children sent 
out into the world from homes from which God 
is shut out ; homes in which they often heard 
cursing, swearing, foul and profane language; 
homes where they never saw father and mother 



10 THE ROAD TO, AND ARRIVAL AT, 

kneeling in prayer, nor were ever taken to 
father's or mother's side and made to kneel in . 
prayer with them : so that the very position of 
kneeling in prayer is altogether strange to them. 
And when they come into homes where there 
is family-worship, or, when invited to unite in 
prayer with their minister, we have seen them 
looking with amazement at the — to them — 
strange posture, and taking it up with painful 
unreadiness and awkwardness. Nursed and 
nurtured under such impure and ungodly influ- 
ences, is it any wonder that they turn out and 
up in the world fornicators, swearers. Sabbath- 
breakers, etc. 1 Instead of holding up our 
hands in amazement and abhorrence, let the rest 
of us ask ourselves. Would / have been any 
better had I been brought up in the same way ? 
•Also let us ask ourselves. Can / do anything to 
improve this state of matters? Have I as a 
minister, have I as a week-day or Lord's Day 
teacher, have I as a master or mistress, have I 
as a Christian man or woman, any power on 
earth or in heaven to help to purify, elevate, 
and Christianise these homes, these spring-heads 
whence our farm-servants come ? 

But I must not forget where I am, and what 
I undertook to do in this Talk, viz. — to see 
home to his first place the boy whom, in 
our last Talk, we parted with just setting 
out This boy has a good start. Very few 
have a start like his. I must not forget others 
who have a very different outset. These others 
need my thoughts and help far more than such 
as he. Well, all of you, dear young friends, 
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boys and girls, young men and maidens, leaving 
home for your first places, I very earnestly 
desire to help you at this exceedingly important 
stage of your life : will you let me ? It is an 
exceedingly important epoch in your history 
this. Your temporal and eternal destiny de- 
pends very much upon how you pass through 
this crisis of your existence. 

Well, there you go: and, as you go, what 
are you thinking about ? Many things : many 
things about the home, the father and mother, 
the brothers and sisters, the school, and school- 
companions, you have left behind : many things 
also about the place you are going to, about your 
work, your companions, your enjoyments, and 
how you will get on there. Ah ! but is this 
all? Are you thinking about nothing else? 
Are your thoughts all down upon this earth ? 
Have you no heavenly thoughts 1 At this un- 
speakably important, impressible season of your 
l&e, has not your Heavenly Father a chief place 
in your heart and mind? I am sure that 
Father is ^ecially near to you, and specially 
thinking of you on that road between the home 
you have left and the home you are going to. 
Do you not feel His nearness ? In the multi- 
tude of the thoughts within you have you not 
some of this kind : Now that I am away from 
my earthly father and mother I specially need 
my Heavenly Father to take me up ; going out, 
as I am, to a strange place and amongst strange 
people, I specially need His companionship and 
fellowship ; setting out, as I am, into those 
special temptations and dangers, what can I do 
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without Him, without His presence and power 
to comfort, guide, and preserve me ? 

My dear young friend, what is all this mov- 
ing in your mind and pulling at your heart but 
just the Father you need, in His seeking and 
drawing love, seeking and drawing you to Him- 
self, that He may be unto you all you want ; 
seeking and drawing you into the very heart of 
His Father-name, that there you may be as in 
a strong tower of safety ; that there, in all the 
partings and Sittings and vicissitudes of your 
pilgrimage, you may find an abiding home of 
joy and peace 1 Will you not give Him what 
He is seeking] He is very particularly and 
very powerfully drawing you ; will you not 
rush into His everlasting arms 1 Now is the 
accepted time. Down on your knees at that 
dykeside and give your life up to Him in a 
perpetual covenant never to be forgotten. 
When your God and Father thus appears to 
you as He did, of old, to Jacob when he left his 
home and his beloved mother to begin the 
battle of life, do you, like Jacob, in a solemn 
act of consecration yield yourself up to Him ; 
and Jacob's God will be your God, and all that 
He was to Jacob He will be to you ; He will 
keep thee in all places whither thou goest ; He 
will never leave thee nor forsake thee till He 
hath done all that He hath spoken to thee of. 
Let that spot between your father's house and 
your first place be your Bethel — the memorial 
and witness of your decided and solemn conse- 
cration to your God and Father who so specially 
sought and drew you to Himself at the outset 
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of your life. Then, as Jacob rose from his 
Bethel, so rise you from yours, with a light, 
joyous, courageous, hopeful heart, and with a 
light foot go on your way ; for your covenant 
God is with you, and who or what can be 
against you 1 

But we are not to part here : I must see 
you home to your new place. Will you tell 
me when we come in sight of it 1 Ah ! there 
it is at last Stop, then, for a little while, till 
we look at it and think about it. There are 
the houses — the dwelling-house, the kitchen, 
the bam, byres, stable — all now so strange- 
like, but soon to become quite familiar ; there 
are the fields in which you will have to work ; 
there are the master and mistress and fellow- 
servants with whom you will have to do. 
There — in those houses and fields, among those 
fellow-servants, on that farm, on that spot of 
God's earth — ^your life is to be a power for good 
or for evil ; is to shed around it a bright, 
blessed, heavenly influence, or a dark, blight- 
ing, devilish influence. Your life on that farm 
will never be forgotten. The associations, the 
connections, the ongoings of your life there 
will be engraven, as with a pen of iron, on your 
young, fresh, impressible heart and memory. 
They will stick to you all your life long. 
Though you live to an extreme age, however 
much else may be forgotten, they will be clear 
and vivid like a thing of yesterday. 

Well, dear young soul, are not these serious 
considerations, solemn reflections 1 What had 
you best do with them ? Take them to your 
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• 

God and Father. Down on your knees again, 
and, with that new home full in your view, pour 
out your soul to Him. " My Father in heaven, 
Thou knowest all about it. I cannot go, I can- 
not get on, there without Thee. I do t^e 
Thee home with me. I do look and trust to 
Thee to help me to do my duty there. my 
Father, help me there to glorify Thee and finish 
the work Thou hast given me to do. May 
that master and mistress, in theil: desires and 
efforts for the spiritual good of their servants, 
not be discouraged and cast down by me, but 
heartened and helped on! Grant that my 
example and influence may be a blessing, and 
not a curse, to those fellow-servants. In that 
kitchen and bothy and sleeping apartment give 
me courage, purity, light, love, strength to own, 
honour, and please Thee. In those houses and 
fields, where I have to go out and in at my 
daily work, may there be altars and memorials 
raised to Thee ! May all my life and work on 
that farm be so associated, so connected, with 
Thee, that, when in after life I come the way 
of it, or when it comes in my way, as often it 
will come into my mind and memory, it may 
waken up bright and joyous feelings, and not dark 
torturing ones of guilt and remorse ! My Father, 
I earnestly wish that my life and work at that 
place may be such that, when I leave it, Thou 
mayest be able to say : He hath done what he 
could. Well done, good and faithful servant. 
So help me, my beloved Father in Christ Jesus 
my Saviour ; for I trust in Thee, and go home 
clinging to Thy guiding, sustaining hand." 
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* 
Ah yes; dear young friends, that is the way 
to go home; committing your way to your 
Heavenly Father — taking Him home with you. 
How different would be our farm-servant life 
and work if we all thus entered upon it ! And 
why don't we all enter upon it thus ? Is not 
this way of it very natural, very right and 
reasonable 1 Is it not the best way of securing 
happiness and success for time and for eternity? 
I am sure it is. 



No. III. 

THE INTRODUCTION TO THE NEW HOME. 

We have now seen our young friend home to 
his first place. We have now tried to guide 
and get him there all right. But we cannot 
yet part with him. We must introduce him to 
his new home before we leave him. 

Well, master and mistress, here is a young 
life that God has brought within the sphere of 
your home and influence. You will do not 
a little to determine the destiny of this life. 
Whatever you may think or propose about it, 
you will exert a mighty influence upon this 
young soul. You shall not have done with 
him when the half-year's work is wrought, and 
the half-year's wages paid. There, is another- 
reckoning and settling up between you and 
him. Now, what is your influence upon him 
to bel surely you wish it to be for good. 
Well, then, think of him — ^his wants, temptations, 
difficulties, dangers, and you will discover a 
good many things you could do for him. 
Where there is the will, there is the way. 
You know that there are many evil influences 
at work upon him. You know that the devil 
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and his agencies are busy for his ruin. Will 
you not, then, be a power on God's side for his 
salvation % Perhaps you have dear children of 
your own. Well, think of them. Think of any 
of them at the same age away from you — out 
in that evil world, and among companions such 
as you know him to be among. What would 
you wish done for that beloved one of your 
own so circumstanced % Well, go and do like- 
wise for him. Even a kind word of encourage- 
ment and sympathy now and then will be a 
great help. I well remember how it was with 
myseH when in my first place as a farm- 
servant — ^well remember how much I thought 
of it, and how much encouraged I was, when 
my mas^r or mistress spoke such a word 
to me. 

Master and mistress, do not think and say : 
— "It is of no use trying to help them, our 
labour would be in vain. They are so rude 
and forbidding, so refractory and repulsive, 
that they would be sure to reject, or to render 
of none eflfect, all our eflfbrts to do them good. 
If you knew them as well as we do, you would 
know that your fond notions and theories of 
the good we might do them are very much 
imaginary and impracticable." Ah! but I 
do know them as well as you do, perhaps 
better, for I have been one of them. Mind, it 
is an old farm-servant that is talking with you. 
I have been behind the scenes of aU that rude- 
ness and repulsiveness which you feel tempted 
to turn so helplessly and hopelessly away from. 
And, maybe, I can tell you something about 

C 
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it that will induce you to think and act 
differently regarding it 

Well, as regards a great deal of it, it is only 
skin deep, only on the surface. It is just their 
manner, just the style to which they have been 
accustomed — in which they have been brought 
up. If you bring to bear upon that outward 
coating, apparently so coarse, and callous, and 
repelling, the power of genuine Christian kind- 
ness and love, you will find beneath it a heart 
and a handle to lay hold of that will astonish 
you. Try and see. But try in the right way, 
in the right spirit, and with the convincing, 
constraining force of a consistent Christian life. 
There is a v)r(mg way of trying, there is a 
haughty, heartless, domineering, wrathful, 
unchristian way, and this, sometimes, in con- 
nection with a life whose daily tone, and 
temper, and behaviour are utterly inconsistent 
and out of keeping with all effective efforts for 
good. This way, as a matter of course, will 
not succeed. Nay, it will do more harm than 
good. Instead of conciliating, and captivating, 
and compelling them into the love and obedi- 
ence of their Saviour, it will irritate, alienate, 
stir up defiance and disgust. 

Also let me tell you that there is special 
hope as regards your efforts to help the young. 
And it is of these I am now speaking to you. 
It is the young I am now introducing to you. 

Alas ! it is too true that there are not a 
few of the older servants bad to the heart's 
core — saturated through and through with 
pollution and profanity, in whose case your 
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efforts to benefit them may prove like casting 
pearls before swine; for they will, likely 
enough, trample these efforts under foot, and 
turn again and rend you. But with respect to- 
the young it is not so. With God's grace and 
good hand upon you, you may confidently hope 
to benefit and bless them. It is true that, even 
in the case of the young, you will sometimes 
meet with much that is bad and discouraging. 
But let me suggest to you that this is very 
probably owing, not to their badness of heart, 
nor to their indifference to your efforts on their 
behalf, but to the evil influence of the upper 
and older servants. Let me, from my own 
history as a farm-servant, give you an instance 
calculated to throw light on this matter, and 
to encourage you in your endeavours to help 
your young servants. During my young farm- 
servant life, I once had a very good and godly 
master, who thought of me and wished to help 
me. As I was a pretty good reader, this 
master arranged that, every night before going 
to bed, I should read a portion of God's Word 
in the hearing of himself and the rest of the 
servants. At first I willingly did as he wished. 
But, after a while, I became sullen, unwiUing, 
and all but refused, to the great distress and 
discouragement of my good master. Well, 
what was the reason of such conduct on my 
parti It was not because I had a specially 
bad heart. Nor was it because I didn't respect 
and love my master ; for I did respect and love 
him very sincerely — ay, and still do so. To- 
day, over the retrospect of forty long years, I 
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look back upon him, and very vividly and dis- 
tinctly do I behold him as one bright spot in 
my farm-servant life ; and even yet — although 
he is now dead and gone — do I sometimes 
<^tch myself breathing up a prayer to God to 
bless and reward him for all his goodness and 
kindness to me. Well, what was the reason of 
my conduct % It was the scoffs and jeers and 
mockery of the older servants. They began to 
scoff, mock, and point at me the finger of scorn. 
" That's our parson, that's our saint, how very 
holy he is ! " and so forth. No doubt, it was 
wrong and cowardly of me to be scared away 
from what I knew to be right, by such base and 
despicable conduct. Nevertheless, what did I 
need then, and what do young servants so 
situated need still % Surely not to be considered 
and cast off as incorrigibly and insufferably 
bad, but rather to be all the more cared for, 
and clung to, and encouraged to overcome such 
mean, detestable, diabolical influences. 

In short, dear masters and mistresses, is not 
this the right view to take of it 1 Succeed or not 
succeed, whether they will hear, or whether they 
will forbear, let us do our part, and hopefully 
leave results to God, to whom they belong. And 
are there not some very blessed results which 
are sure and certain ? Here is one such result: 
— An approving conscience and an approving 
God with respect to this thing. Here is another : 
— ^When your day and work are done, and 
from your dying pillow you look back on what 
has been such an important element in your 
life — viz. the many servants with whom you 
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have had to do, will it not do much to smooth 
that pillow if, in the sight of God, you feel 
that you sincerely tried to do your duty 
towards them 1 Here is still another : — WKen 
you meet them all before the judgment-seat of 
Christ, will it not be to you a matter of un- 
speakable joy to be able to look them fair in 
the face, and to feel that, from love to God and 
to them, you cared for their souls, and are 
clear from their blood? And, masters and 
mistresses, is it nothing — nay, is it not some- 
thing very precious and gratifying to have 
many servants scattered abroad looking back 
on their connection with you with the feelings 
with which I look back on the beloved master 
to whom I have just referred 1 With what 
different feelings do I look back upon those 
masters and mistresses who, from the beginning 
to the end of the half-year, never thought of 
me, never spoke a kind word to me, nor hardly 
any word at all ! 

I must introduce my young friend, also, to 
the older and upper servants on the farm. 

You, also, dear friends, will exert a mighty 
power for good or for evil upon this young life. 
Oh, that I could get you to realise your 
responsibility in regard to him! Well do I 
remember here, too, what an unspeakably great 
power the upper servants exercised over me (I 
have just given an instance of this power); 
well do I remember how I looked up to them, 
how I desired to be well thought of by them, 
how I dreaded their laugh and sneer. 

You upper servants, then, you grieves, fore- 
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men, second horsemen, in the name of God I 
<5all upon you to think of this, to think of these 
young lives whose fate hangs so much on you, 
over whom you exert such a powerful influenca 

If you curse, swear, take God's blessed name 
in vain, and speak coarse, filthy, obscene lan- 
guage, they will think it right and manly to 
do the same. If you break the Lord's Day, 
and keep away from the house of God, you will 
induce them to do likewise. If you mock and 
scoff at what is good and godly, you will tempt 
and terrify them to mock and scoff with you. 
If you are living an unclean, impure, godless 
life, your influence and example wiQ be mighty 
to draw and to drag them down to wallow 
with you in the same loathsome sink of pollu- 
tion and degradation. 

On the other hand, if you are pure, noble 
manly. Christian fellows, you will exercise over 

them an equally great power for good an 

equally great power to hft them up and keep 
them up to your own elevation. If you are 
truly men, loving and practising what is really 
manly and godly, and loathing and rebuking, 
scorning and crushing, whatever is unmanly, 
and mean, and debasing, and displeasing to 
God, then what a mighty, blessed power will 
you wield over these young souls to make and 
mould them after your own image ! 

I remember once asking a mother about her 
boy, who had lately left her for his first place 
how he was getting on, what kind of com- 
panions he had, and so on ; she told me that 
her boy had gone to a very nice place, and that 
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her great comfort in regard to him there was 
that the chief servant was a good and godly- 
man, who regularly read God's Word, and 
lived a right life, and also did what he could 
to keep her boy right too. Oh, if all the 
chief servants on our farms were like this one, 
well might our mothers' hearts sing for joy 
over their dear boys and girls away out under 
their influence. 

Great Grod, unto whom the power belongeth, 
raise up on all our farms more and more of 
such servants to work with Thee in filling Thy 
heaven, and to .counterwork the devil and his 
agents in filling his helL 
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No. IV. 

THE TERM, THE FEEING, AND FEEING-MARKETS. 

Dear Friends — I now wish to have a Talk 
with you about what is of great interest and 
importance to you, viz. — the term, the feeing, 
and the feeing-markets. 

Yes ; the term, the feeing, and the feeing- 
market, are very interesting and important to 
you. You are always thinking and speaking 
about them, and counting the weeks and the 
days between you and them. Then you'll get 
your wages into your hand; and what ought 
you to do with that hard -won fee of yours 
which the God of your health and strength has 
enabled you to earn ? You ought to put the 
great bulk of it into the bank to be ready for 
sickness and old age, and that you may have the 
pleasant feeling and glorious privilege of being 
independent. If spared, we may have an op- 
portunity of talking over this matter ; I shall 
only say just now that, if you are a free 
man, and gaining the average wages agoing 
for good servants, you should be able to put 
in the bank ten pounds or so of your half- 
year's fee. And if you are a free woman, you 
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should be able to put in at least four pounds 
of your& 

Then you have yoursdf to dispose of for the 
next six months. Now, what are you going to 
do with yourself) Are you going or biding) 
Dear friend, if you take my Mvice, I say de- 
cidedly, " Don't go ; bide." By all means stay 
where you are, if things are iaxAj comfortable 
and satisfactory. A great many of you are hy 
far too much given to change. I am convinced, 
and I wish to convince you, that this constant 
changing is very much against both your spirit- 
ual and temporal well-being. 

Very much against your spiritual well-being : 
— When, by years of acquaintance and inter- 
course, you and your master and mistress come 
to know, respect, and love each other ; — ^when 
you and your minister become acquainted, and 
you are getting good from his ministry ; — when 
you are known and respected in the neighbour- 
hood — ^these are all so many inducements, en- 
couragements, helps to hold up your goings in 
God's good and holy and happy way. But a 
vast number of you will not have it so. Just 
when you are beginning to take root in the 
home and in the parish, off you go to a strange 
place and a strange people, — off you go into 
circumstances in which these props and stays 
and helps are taken from you. 

Very much against your temporal well-being 
also : — ^Looking at these perpetual shiftings and 
wanderings from a money point of view, they 
don't pay. It will likely cost you a good deal 
more to flit than to stay. The rolling stone 
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gathers not fog nearly so readily as the resting 
one. Very probably you'll get less wages to 
go than to stay. Moreover, when you look 
into your purse after you are settled in your 
new place, I am much mistaken indeed if you 
don't find that, between your old place and 
your new one, you have squandered away not 
a little of your precious money. 

My friends, think of this matter. JFhy are 
so many of you so much given to this injurious, 
unprofitable changing % Here is one reason, is 
it not % " ril not come down to hide, I'll not stay 
in my present place for less wages than I now 
have." Well, is this a sound and sensible 
reason % No ; it is not. It is a very foolish 
and senseless one. Examine it and see. Why 
will you not come down to bide 1 You are will- 
ing enough to come up to bide — ^to get a rise of 
wages from your present master when he can 
afford it and when your labour is worth it. 
Well, why are you not equally willing to take 
less wages from him when he is not able to give 
you so much as you now have ? and when, in 
the labour market, your labour is not worth so 
much 1 Why will you give to a strange master 
what you refuse to your present one 1 

Well, dear friends, when the wages come down, 
you should throw to the winds that senseless rea- 
son — " I'll not come down to bide." Don't leave 
a good master and mistress, and a good place, 
from such a nonsensical notion. And you 
masters and mistresses, if you will listen to an 
old servant, you will meet your good and tried 
servants half-way in this downcome of wages ; 
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for, as an old experienced hand, I assure you 
that a few shillings upon the wages is a mere 
trifle compared with what a reckless unprin- 
cipled, imfaithful servant will cost you in a 
half-year's service. 

Here is a second reason : — " Sttch and such of 
the other servants are leaving, and I must leave 
with thenu They'll look down upon me, make 
an outcast of me, and taunt me with' holding 
in with the master and mistress if I stay while 
they go." Servants, don't leave for a weak and 
cowardly reason like this. Don't, I beseech 
you, follow, like a silly sheep, the lead of those 
servants. What do they care for you ? I feel 
very strongly on this point, because, when a 
young farm-servant, I was once induced to leave 
one of the best masters I ever served, and to 
refuse from him far more wages than I got from 
the stranger. And — mark this — the servant 
who chiefly tempted me to leave stayed after all ! 

Here is a third reason : — Just the restless 
desire of change. The thought that, somehow, 
you'll be better, happier, easier, in another place. 
Now, my friends, let me tell you that this reason 
has not a sound, substantial leg to stand upon. 
In ninety-nine cases out of the hundred there 
is no reality in it — it is a pure delusion. True, 
for a week or so there is some excitement in 
the novelty of the new place, the new com- 
panions, the new horses, etc. ; but ere a month 
pass away there you are at the old jog-trot 
again — ^bettered, it may be, in some things, but 
a great deal worse in many more things. Again 
I say, think of this matter. 
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Now as to feeing-markets : I frankly tell you 
that I do not think so badly of them as many 
do. I do not think that women, who are good 
servants, and who have a pure womanly spirit, 
will have any necessity or any desire to go to them. 
But I do not agree with those who describe and 
denounce them as out-and-out abominable and 
accursed things. Right well do I know what 
goes on at these markets — ^right well do I know 
the heart-sickening and heart-saddening drunk- 
enness, and swearing, and profanity, and obscen- 
ity, and brawling, in connection with them: 
but then I distinguish things that differ. I 
distinguish between the feeing-market and this 
abuse of it As I view it, it is not so much the 
feeing-markets as those who go to them that 
are to blame for these disgusting, degrading, 
shocking scenes of wickedness. The feeing- 
markets might be a good thing, and yet be so 
abused by the perversity and depravity of man. 
A holiday, for instance, is a very good thing, 
but witness how these holidays are used, or 
rather abused, by rioting and drunkenness and 
all the attendant abominations and miseries ! 

But, my friends, the short and the long of it 
is this : At jpresent, these feeing-markets exist. 
There they are, with their tents and public- 
houses and all their temptations, and, in the 
meantime, you have to face and go through 
them. Well, what is to be done. Are we to 
quail and cower before these temptations, to 
whimper and whine over the impossibility of 
overcoming them, and about how good we 
would be were there nothing to tempt us to 
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be bad 1 Certainly not ; but we are to quit us 
like men, and set our face like a flint to what 
is before us, strong in the Lord, and in the 
power of His might. Life is short, and ours is 
fleeting fast away. We have to do with this 
month and this term. And the feeing-markets 
and the other temptations to which we are ex- 
posed will not be done away at this term, at 
any rate. Ah, you and I will be off this evil 
world long before temptation is off it Suppos- 
ing the feeing-markets and the public-houses 
were abolished to-morrow, the devil and his 
agents Would soon raise up other tempta- 
tions equally powerful to decoy and destroy 
souls. This being so, men and brethren, the 
right thing to do is, now, in this present, to lay 
hold of the strength of your God and Saviour, 
and, in this strength, rise up to that elevation 
of manliness, purity, power, wisdom, and grace, 
whereon you may safely and securely go through 
the feeing-market and all the other temptations 
which lie in your way. It is to assist you in 
getting your feet set, and your goings established 
on this elevation, that I am prajring and work- 
ing. Oh, if God could get you up thither, the 
drink-seller, and fleshly, filthy, degrading, animal 
lust, and all the other temptations of the feeing- 
market and elsewhere, would lay their baits and 
ply their hellish work in vain, in so far as you 
were concerned. Yes, my friends, the true safe- 
guard and protection consists, not so much in this 
or that reformation cw*/5w^6of you,but in the regen- 
eration and reformation and elevation of your 
oum self — of your own individtuU heart and mind. 
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And what I say is this : You might so com- 
bine pleasure with business as to make the 
feeing-market a very interesting and enjoyable 
holiday; a day on which you get out of the 
routine and monotony of your life, — meet old 
friends and acquaintances, — see and hear what 
is going on, — have an interesting talk over 
matters, and a social cup of tea or coffee together. 
Yes, men, if you would like to do a grand and 
noble work for God's glory and your own good, 
as also for the great improvement of the feeing- 
markets, do this. When in the market you feel 
you need refreshment, and go into the tent or 
public-house to get it, don't seek that hateful, 
poisonous whisky; but call for a refreshing 
cup of good tea or coffee, with a fine mutton 
chop or a nice bit of cold beef. And if they 
say to you, " We can't give you that, but we 
can give you such and such eatables, and any 
quantity of whisky ;" — do you reply, " The curse 
of God, and the shame and misery of our coun- 
try, are upon that loathsome, accursed whisky 
of yours. Not a farthing of my money shall 
be wasted upon it, not a drop of it shall poison 
and degrade my body and soul." If you would 
thus send these drink-sellers home with their 
detestable, degrading whisky untouched, un- 
tasted, depend upon it, the supply would soon 
adapt itself to the demand, and, next market, 
they would come prepared to give you the right 
rational refreshment you desired. And, as I 
have just said, what a grand and noble work 
for God and for yourselves would you thus 
accomplish 1 
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My dear friends, will you not think and pray 
over these things before the coming feeing- 
markets, and in your own market try to do 
themi 

On the market morning pray specially for 
God's grace and strength for the day. On 
starting, be sure that you have a specially firm 
grasp of your Saviours hand. Take Him to 
the market with you. Keep Him with you all 
through it. Come home in His company. And 
so have the unspeakable satisfaction of being 
able, with a bright heaven overhead, and a 
clear, pure conscience in your breast, to kneel 
down at your bedside and seek His blessing on 
the business and enjoyment of the day, and 
then to lay you down and enjoy the sleep which 
He giveth to His beloved. And oh, be not 
content with keeping ordy yourself right. K you 
have the love of Christ in you, that love will 
move you to try to keep others right also. 
Are there not two or three or four over whom 
you have influence 1 Are there not some young 
fellow-servants that have come to the market 
with you % Well, could you not manage to get 
them safely through it, and safely home with 
yourself? 



No. V. 

LIFE AND WORK ON THE FARM — AS IT IS ; 
AND AS IT SHOULD BE. 

As regards the time of working on the farm — 
what is this ? It is, as a general rule, ten 
hours a day. But we must add to these ten 
hours — say one, for the orra men in going to 
and coming from their work; and for the 
horsemen — say two, taken up in feeding and 
grooming the horses, and in keeping the har- 
ness all right. Thus we may say that you 
work twelve hours a day. Now, is this as it 
should be ? Are twelve hours a day of farm- 
work over much for the body and soul of a 
man 1 Well, it is quite enough, but I will not 
say it is too much. In my farm-servant days 
we wrought longer time. We had no interval 
of two hours at mid-day, as you now have. 
We were at it from five till seven o'clock. We 
took no fixed time for breakfast and dinner; we 
just ate our meal, picked our teeth, and at it 
again. And during turnip seed we began work 
at five o'clock, so that, what with getting the 
horses ready in the morning, and settling up 
things at night, we were engaged from 4 a.m. 
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till 7 P.M., making for us a day of fifteen hours ; 
and this for little more than one-third of the 
wages you now have. Well, then, you men- 
servants have not excessive, unhealthy working 
hours. As regards the women-servants, I used 
to think that they were worse off than the men 
in this respect. They used (I hope it is dif- 
ferent now) to have wo time at all to themselves. 
They began at five in the morning, and wrought 
on till bed-time. 

As regards the quantity and the gtudity of the 
work you give in this working time, will you 
let me speak a word about this ) Is this as it 
should be 1 Well, speaking generally, I would 
say, yes ; it is, upon the whole, as it should be, 
in so far as the earthly master is concerned. 
There are, I well know, many exceptions. 
There are many of you very unprincipled, un- 
faithful, and dishonest as to the time and 
work you owe to your master, — many of you who 
don't care how much of his time and property 
you hash, and waste, and destroy, — many of 
you who don't seem to care for anything but 
six o'clock at night, the term, and your wages. 
But with such exceptions, I have no hesitation 
in saying that there is not, in any of our trades 
or professions, work done and service given 
more carefully, honestly, and faithfully than 
among you farm-servants. I have in my mind 
and memory many noble specimens of such 
work and service. 

I have said : — In so far (w the earthly master 
is concerned — because I think there is a defect 
something' lacking in your daily work, in 

D 
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so far as the Heavenly Master is concerned ; and 
because I wish to try to help you to remedy 
this defect, — to perfect what is thus lacking in 
your service. 

I fear it is a common opinion among you, 
and among others who should know better, 
that there is something mean and degrading in 
manual labour such as yours ; — ^that the work 
of a farm-servant is a drudgery which no culti- 
vated, elevated, gentlemanly man could engage 
in. Now I wish to tell you that this opinion, 
by whomsoever held, is exceedingly silly and 
exceedingly false. There is nothing mean and 
degrading in manual work like yours. Why, 
the Lord of Glory Himself, when on earth, 
wrought with His hands at a carpenter's bench. 
The greatest of all His apostles wrought with 
his hands at the not very cleanly occupa- 
tion of tent-making. If you are not cultivated, 
refined gentlemen in the true sense of that 
name, it is not your work that is to blame. 
Dear friends, I wish to ennoble, dignify, and 
glorify your work in your estimation. I wish 
you to feel that the Lord hath need of you for 
that work, and that it is as necessary in His 
kingdom, and as honourable in His sight, as 
any office, or occupation, or profession on earth. 
I wish to ennoble, and dignify, and glorify your 
work by gettmg you to look upon it in this 
light, and to do it as tmto Him; and to do it 
as heartily and as perfectly as ever you can, 
feeling that it is in this way chiefly that you 
have to glorify Him on the earth and finish the 
work He hath given you to do. 
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Now as regards the time you can call your own, 
and can use as you please ; — ^what about it 1 
After giving twelve hours to your master and 
eight hours for sleep, you have still left four 
hours a day which you can use as you like. 
In addition to this you have all the Lord^s Day, 
Thus you have what amounts to ttoo days a week 
all to yourself. Well, what are you doing with 
this precious time 1 Are you valuing and using 
it as you should do? You shoM value and 
use it for self-culture and self-improvement; — 
for reading, thinking, and elevating yourselves ; 
— for bringing out and up your manhood to 
the perfect stature which your God and Father 
hath endowed and intended you to reach. 
The chief side of your manhood is not the 
bodily, animal side; it is the intellectual, moral, 
and spiritual side. Well, if you let this, the 
chief side, lie waste, uncultivated, uncared for, 
what a sad speci^nen of a man shall you be ! 
Dear friends, you should not let it lie waste. 
You should use your spare time in improving 
and elevating it. You should read and think 
over good and useful books. Where there is 
a parish library, you should get books out of it. 
You should ask your master or mistress to 
oblige you with a read of any they may have. 
You should form yourselves into a Mutual 
Improvement Association, and make your even- 
ings ODJoyable and profitable by reading time 
about, stopping now and then, to see who 
remembers and understands best what has 
been read ; and for variety, taking a turn and 
a trial at arithmetic and writing. I have seen 
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this done with great enjoyment and improve- 
ment. Then the unspeakably precious Lord's 
Day — unspeakably precious for body and soul, 
Oh, value and use aright this Day. Let it be 
set apart chiefly for spiritual usa Come regu- 
larly out to meet your God in His House. You 
younger servants, go to the Bible Class until 
you come to the Lord's Table and there publicly 
give yourselves to the Lord. Use the blessed 
Sabbath Day in all the ways you can for quick- 
ening, feeding, strengthening your spiritual life 
— for getting a clearer view and a firmer hold 
of your Saviour, and so getting from Him, 
week by week, fresh sympathy, strength, and 
courage to bear your burdens, to resist your 
temptations, and to hold right on in God's way 
to the crown of life. And surely there should 
no day pass without reading a portion, how- 
ever small, of God's Word, and simple earnest 
prayer, however short. 

Such should be the way of using your spare 
time, — should be the way of your life if that 
life is to be a godly, healthy, well-proportioned, 
happy one. But is it the way of it? Dear 
friends, let me be honest with you, and do not 
be angry with me, because I tell you the truth; 
for I assure you, I sincerely mean and desire 
your good. No ; I believe this is not the way 
of it, 08 a general rule. You waste the time 
you should use for the improvement and eleva- 
tion of your soul in indolence and inertness, in 
sloth and sleep ; or in doing what is useless 
and often sinful. Your time together is spent 
in profitless talk, and alas ! often in talk which is 
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foul and filthy, obscene and sickeningly disgust- 
ing ; also in talk which is full of horrible oaths 
and curses, and taking of God's blessed name 
in vain. No reading or thinking ; no intellec- 
tual and spiritual exercises and enjoyments; 
God's Word never opened ; no prayer ever put 
up ; the Lord's Day broken, profaned, abused ; 
many of you very seldom, some of you hardly 
ever, entering the House of God ; no getting 
you to come to the Bible Class and to the 
Lord's Table; your Saturday evening and 
Saturday night very frequently spent in the 
polluting, debasing gratification of animal lust, 
and in other deeds of darkness and degrada- 
tion. Thus there is no heart to meet God on 
His Holy Day, — rather the inclination and the 
efibrt is to keep Him out of sight and out of 
mind as much as possible. So the blessed 
Lord's Day, with all its opportunities and 
possibilities, is neutralised and destroyed, 
wasted and lost, in lolling and dozing in bed, 
in reading the People^ s Jowmxdj and in wander- 
ing about seeking the company and fellowship 
of those whose way of life is like your own. 

Brothers, sisters, what a sad state of matters 
is this ! What stores of anguish, remorse, and 
wrath are you treasuring up for yourselves ! — 
what a dismal, dreary old age and death and 
hereafter must close in upon a life like this ! 

As you read this, may God arrest you, and 
compel you to look at the life you are living ! 
May He flash down from heaven such a light 
upon that life as that you shall be constrained 
to see it in its true character, and to feel it to 
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be an intolerable hell that you must escape 
from with all your speed and all your might 

Farm-servant men and women, you see I am 
going on the supposition — I am taking it for 
granted — ^that you may and ought to be culti- 
vated, refined, elevated men and women ; that 
the intellectual, moral, and spiritual side of 
your being may and ought to be brought out, 
exercised, developed, perfected ; that you may 
and ought to be as real ladies and gentlemen 
as any in the land, in God's estimation of 
worth and nobleness. Now this, at first sight, 
may seem to you and to others a very fond 
imagination, — a romantic, sentimental, im- 
practicable notion; and a great many objec- 
tions, excuses, hindrances, impossibilities will 
be raised, alleged, urged against it. Well, I 
should like to meet and answer these — shoidd 
like to give good grounds and reasons for this 
hope that is in me as regards you, my brethren 
and sisters, and I shall endeavour to do so 
farther on. 

Meantime, I will conclude this Talk by tell- 
ing you something which has been running in 
my mind, and, perhaps, in yours also, through 
all our Talk together. Sometliing like this may 
have been in your mind : Why is this Old 
Farm- Servant singling out us as if we were 
sinners above all others? There are others 
of the working classes — ay, and of the so- 
called higher classes too, quite as bad, and 
quite as much in need of being talked to as 
we are. Well, dear friends, this may be, and, 
I believe, is perfectly true. And I trust others, 
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as well as you, will read our Talks, and take 
what they say home to themselves; for a 
great deal of what they say to you is equally 
applicable to others. And, once for all, I 
wish to assure you that the Old Farm -Ser- 
vant is not singling you out because he 
thinks you sinners above all others ; but he is 
singling you out because he t5 an old farm- 
servant, and therefore specially knows and 
loves and wishes to benefit you ; — because he 
feels that lus Grod has specially prepared and 
specially called him to speak to you and help 
you. Do not, then, let any such suspicious, 
envious, jealous thoughts prejudice and prevent 
you from receiving and profiting by what God 
may be giving me to speak to you. I am not 
comparing and contrasting you with others at 
all ; I am not thinking whether you are better 
or worse than others. Never mind others. It 
does not make us any better that others are 
equally bad. Let us keep together and think 
of our own selves. The question is — not: 
What are others, and what are they doing? — 
but: What am I, and what am / doing? — 
not: Am I coming up to the standard of 
others 1 but : Am I, with the help of God my 
Saviour, climbing out of the depths of a dark, 
miserable, ungodly life, — ^up and on to the 
heights of the bright and the blessed life He 
hath made me and means me to reach — ^to 
which He is pointing me and calling down to 
me : " Come up hither "1 and is this Old Farm- 
Servant doing anything to help me up 9 
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OBJECTIONS AND EXCUSES ANSWERED. 

My dear Friends — ^Let us have another Talk 
together. In our last Talk I was saying that 
you may and ought to be cultivated, refined, 
elevated men and women,^-every inch as real 
ladies and gentlemen as any in the land in 
God's estimation of worth and nobleness. And 
I promised to notice and answer objections and 
excuses which might be and are alleged and 
urged against this position and persuasion of 
mine. 

I will now endeavour to fulfil this promise. 

Want of time : this is one objection. " We 
have no time for reading, thinking, and self- 
culture." I have already answered this objec- 
tion. I have shown you that you have all to 
yourselves what amounts to two days every 
week Now consider what great things, in the 
matter of self-cultivation, could be accomplished 
in such time if habitually and wisely and 
methodically employed. 

The nature of our work: Here is another 
excuse. Well, I have already answered this 
excuse too. I have reminded you that the 
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Lord of glory Himjelf, when on eaxth, as also 
the greatest of His apostles, wrought at work 
like yours. I have likewise reminded you that 
your work as farm-servants is quite as necessary 
and noble in God's sight and in God's kingdom 
as any work on eartk God has need of you for 
that work, and has put you to do it for Himself. 
And, depend upon it, God has not put you 
to a work which will frustrate the great end 
for which He made you— even the glorifying 
and enjoying of Himself on the heights of true 
manhood. Depend upon it, God has not put 
you to a work which will prevent the cultiva- 
tion, growth, and perfection of your sovl — your 
real self, as a man made after His own image ; 
for this cultivation, growth, and perfection, is 
the very mind and meaning of God in making 
you a man. This is the will of God, even your 
perfection. 

Farm-servants, then, do not excuse your- 
selves by thinking that the nature of your 
calling keeps you down in intellectual, moral, 
and spiritual death and degradation. It does 
nothing of the kind. Nay, it rather favours 
your elevation. Driving a pair of beautiful 
horses, for instance, out in God's fresh air, on 
His earth, under His heavens, is more inspiring 
and elevating than driving a pen on a desk, or 
selling goods over a counter. Neither is there 
anything better than such work for bracing 
and keeping fresh the mind for clear and 
vigorous exertion. 

" Oh, but the requirements, the arrangements, 
the opinions of civilised society don't allow of 
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our elevation. The few are destined to be 
cultivated ladies and gentlemen; the many are 
doomed to be dolts — hewers of wood and 
drawers of water. So it is ; and we must just 
submit to our fate. Moreover, were we to be- 
come cultivated men and women, we would turn 
up our noses at our work, think it beneath us, 
get to be impudent, intolerable, and so forth." 
Such is still another hindrance and obstacle to 
your elevation. 

Well, as to this one, I have simply to say 
that if the arrangements, the exigencies, and 
the opinions of any society necessitate and 
demand such degradation, so much the worse 
for that society ; for it must be right in the face 
of the will and design of God, and must, sooner 
or later, bring down upon itself His curse and 
judgment. What is this but a libel and vile 
slander upon the blessed name of God 1 What 
is this but saying that He has made the great 
mass of men in His own likeness, with wonder- 
ful capacities and faculties of soul, and put them 
into a position in which the inner man of the 
soul — the reed man — must be blinded and 
crippled, stunted and starved, dwarfed and 
destroyed ; — into a position in which the eyes 
of the soul must be blinded or put out, the 
limbs of the soul maimed or shackled, the 
powers and possibilities of the soul crushed, 
stifled, quenched ! 

Then as to the objection that the elevation 
of the farm -servants would raise them above 
their work, I am sure that true elevation would 
just do the very opposite. It would raise up 
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their work to them, and so* dignify that work 
in their estimation, making them receive it from 
and do it unto God as the work to which He 
had called them. Also true elevation would 
make them see their right place in society, and 
make them keep it in a gentle, courteous, re- 
spectful spirit and manner. It is the want of 
cultivation that makes them uncourteous, coarse, 
disrespectful, and disagreeable in spirit and 
manners. 

"We have not convenience and accommoda- 
tion necessary for self-culture and elevation ;" — 
such is yet another objection and excuse pleaded 
against your elevation. 

" How can we read, think, write in our cir- 
cumstances) Our spare time is spent in the 
kitchen, where the women are busy with their 
pots and pans and kitchen work ; or in the 
bothy, where all sorts of talk and noise and 
confusion are going on. Then our sleeping 
apartments are not adapted for culture and 
cultivated men. These are in the end of a loft 
above the horses, with little light and much 
dust and rats ; or a place on the ground big 
enough to hold two rows of open beds with 
our trunks before them, and a narrow space 
between, into which we turn in pell-mell and 
go to bed all through each other, with no op- 
portunity for private reading and prayer; — 
no chair to sit upon ; — no table to write upon ; 
— ^no wash-stand ; — no fireplace ; — no conveni- 
ences and accommodations for the soul; — not 
nearly so nice as the horses, for they have each 
a nice shut-off place all to themselves, where 
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each can do quietly and privately whatever he 
wishes." 

Well, dear friends, I think you have a case 
here, — have a very great hindrance to self- 
improvement. Your sleeping apartments and 
the conveniences and comforts requisite for 
your intellectual and spiritual wants are not, as 
a general rule, what they should be. There 
may be a good deal of improvement in these 
since my young farm-servant days. I have seen 
with great delight, a few — ^but only a few — 
something like what they ought to be. I fear 
they are still, upon the whole, very far from 
right. 

Now who is to blame for this state of 
matters 1 Well, I suppose, we are all to blame. 
The proprietors are to blame for not specially 
seeing to it that there shall be, in every farm- 
steading on that portion of God's earth com- 
mitted to their trust, suitable accommodation 
for the bodies and souls of the farm-servants. 
The farmers are to blame for giving the pro- 
prietors and themselves any rest till they are 
able to stand up in their servants' apartments 
and feel ; " Well, if my servants are not what 
they should be in body, soul, and spirit, they 
cannot blame their accommodation. Here they 
have what is needful for the cleanliness and 
well-being of their bodies. Here also they have 
what is needful for the culture and well-being 
of their souls. Here they can comfortably read, 
write, study; and have sufficient privacy for 
reading God*s Word and for prayer. Here they 
may have fire and light if they wish it, and are 
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willing to pay for it Here, in short, they have 
everything that a refined, cultivated man re- 
quires for his physical, intellectual, moral, and 
spiritual needs." 

You yourselves are to blame because there is 
in and about you so little of the spiritual and 
so much of the animal that those concerned feel 
that, if your a/nimal wants are provided for — 
if you get food for the body and a place for it 
to lie down and sleep in — ^you crave and care 
for nothing more. You yourselves are to blame, 
moreover, because, when you get suitable ac- 
commodation, you do not value, and use, and 
care for it as you ought; nor try to keep it 
clean, neat, and comfortable. 

Well, as regards this excuse, you see I have 
owned that there is something in it, that here 
you have a very great hindrance to self-improve- 
ment. But is this hindrance insurmountable 9 
No. You can find opportunity for reading and 
prayer. There is the dykeside when the weather 
permits. There is the quiet comer in the bam 
or byre ; and, for you horsemen, there is the 
stable. If you and your horses are upon the 
kindly terms you ought to be upon together, 
they will be glad to accommodate you. And is 
there not a sacredness about a stable when you 
remember that your blessed Lord and Saviour 
was bom in a stable and laid in a manger 1 
Also, you can, in all the hurry and scurry of 
getting up and going out to your morning work, 
begin the day with God's Word and prayer. 
In the evening you straw your shoes, arrange 
your clothes, and make things, in general, ready 
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for the morning. Well, why not be equally 
mindful and careful of your spiritual necessities 
and comforts 1 Before going to bed, why not 
make ready a verse or two of God's Word, so 
that, if you have neither time nor opportunity 
in the morning to go to your Bible for it, you 
may have it all ready in your mind and memory 
to begin the day with, and to be, for the day, 
the word of direction, encouragement, and 
comfort? Then you can make time for at 
least three or four minutes of prayer, and if 
you have no way of doing this out of sight by 
yourself, do it in sight among your com- 
panions. Do not be ashamed to own your 
God and Father, and to begin the day with 
Him. 

In short, dear friends, you can find or make 
ways and means for self-culture in all its de- 
partments. 

But I must end this Talk. I have been 
giving you some samples of the objections, 
obstacles, excuses, pleaded against your eleva- 
tion. Now, if you look these fairly in the 
face, you will see that many of them are im- 
aginary, unreal, untrue, — such as a man re- 
solved to rise would brush aside, like cobwebs, 
from his path. Others of them are real, sub- 
stantial difficulties. But true men don't give 
way to difficulties; they make the difficulties 
give way to them. Instead of letting the 
difficulties which obstruct their path crush and 
conquer them, real rnen set their hearts and 
wills and faces like a flint, and, in God's name, 
go at them, and keep at them, and master 
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them; so that these very difficulties, instead 
of keeping back and keeping down, become one 
of the very best means of educating, disciplin- 
ing, bracing, and bringing up and out all the 
intellectual, moral, and spiritual forces and 
powers of true manhood. 

Well then, brother-men and sister-women, 
let me say to you that the great obstacles to 
your improvement and elevation are in your 
own selves, and so may be overcoma Had you 
the willj you could and would make the way. 
What you need is to have wakened up within 
you the right thoughts and feelings about your 
elevation ; to have wakened up within you the 
inspiration, the enthusiasm, the impulse, the 
iron will, and the indomitable determination to 
rise. Yes, your elevation must come chiefly 
from your own selves. As the bird rises and 
soars aloft under God's heavens, so must you 
rise by the expansion, exertion, Exercise of the 
mherent forces and faculties which God has 
given you. You cannot be propped and patted 
and petted up by external props and appliances. 
Will you not, then, gird up the loins of your 
mind and at it ? Will you not grasp the banner 
with the strange device " Excelsior," or rather 
grasp the offered hand of the almighty, sym- 
pathising Saviour, and onwards to perfection's 
sacred height ? Then no powers on earth or in 
hell could keep you back, for God would be 
with and for you, and who or what could be 
against you and succeed? Then would you 
be fellow -workers with Him on the lines of 
BSs own blessed will concerning you, pressing 
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towards the mark for the prize of the high 
calling to which He hath called you as men 
made after His own image, in His own likeness^ 
and redeemed by His only-begotten Son. 



No. VII. 

COURTSHIP AND MARRIAGE. 

My dear Friends — I now wish to have a 
Talk with you about courtship and marriage. 
Eather a ticklish topic, you think ; — rather a dif- 
ficult and delicate subject to talk about Well, 
it may be so : yet we must talk about it, because 
it is a subject of unsjpeaJcable imj^ortance to you. 
Your weal or your woe for this world and the 
next depends very much upon your courtship 
And marriage. Very earnestly, therefore, do 
I call upon you, as before God, to give this 
matter your serious and thoughtful considera- 
tion. 

I may say, at the outset, that I take it for 
granted that courtship and marriage is a natural 
and right and God-intended thing. I have been 
sometimes amused at masters and mistresses 
holding up their hands in amazement and in- 
dignation at the thought of their lads and lasses 
meeting together, as if some strange thing had 
happened to them, which, with all speed and 
might, must be put down. Now we should 
not be at all amazed at this, but should regard 
it as the most natural and common thing on 
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earth — a thing that always has been, is, and 
shall be. Ay, and very possibly has been in 
the case of these same masters and mistresses 
— even they may have courted and married. So 
we should not get amazed and indignant over 
this matter, and vainly try to stamp it out; 
but we should count upon it as a matter of 
course, and do what we can to regulate and 
make it right. 

Now then to our subject. What is Court- 
ship) or what ought it to be? Courtship is 
that acquaintance and intercourse between a 
man and a woman who, in the journey through 
life, have met and feel somehow and somewhat 
drawn to each other — that acquaintance and 
intercourse whereby they are, first and fore- 
most, to find out whether they are fit or unfit 
for each other ; — whether they can rightly, 
reasonably, and with the approval and blessing 
of God, commit their life's welfare the one to 
the other. 

Well, my ferm-servant brother, when you 
feel thus somehow and somewhat drawn to a 
woman, you are, at the commencement of your 
courtship, to pull yourself sharply up over this 
business, feelmg that it is a business of the 
utmost concern to you ; — ^you are to pull your- 
self sharply up over it on this wise : " Here is 
a woman outwardly becoming, beautiful, attrac- 
tive ; at least, she is so when / see her. But 
is she always so ? Then the outward is only one 
thing, and not, by any means, the chief thing. 
What about the inward f What manner of 
spirit and character is she off Has she those 
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moral and spiritual beauties and adomment& 
which are, in the sight of God, of great price ; 
and which will stand the wear and tear of the 
married life, and come out all the purer and 
brighter from that wear and tear ? I am to marry 
for love, it is true ; but what is the nature of my 
love? what is it founded upon? I am to 
marry for love, but I am to see that I love 
what is lovely. Have I the loveliness of 
genuine womanliness here, to which I can, with 
open eyes, bind my life for better for worse 1 
I must, at the very outset, set myself with all 
my might to ascertain this. In order to do 
so, I must first and over all and in all take the 
matter to my God and Father, honestly seek- 
ing His light and direction, and calmly and 
resolutely using the reason and common sense 
He hath given to guide me." 

And you, my farm-servant sister, have equals 
if not more, need to do likewise at the outset 
of your courtship. When you meet with a 
man who shows you attention, and to whom 
you feel attracted, set yourself with all earnest- 
ness to settle this question : Is he worthy of 
my love? Look around among your married 
acquaintances, and see how the married life 
goes on there. You will likely find, in too 
many instances, that it is very different from 
what you were inclined to imagine. You will 
see many who, as young lads in the courting 
daySy seemed so agreeable, so loving and lovable; 
but who, as husbands in the married daySy have 
become so changed, so disagreeable, so sour, 
sulky, rough, unkind. Take good care that 
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your young lad be not of this stamp. See that 
your sweetheart is not, at the bottom of his 
character, a sour selfish heart Don't let your 
affection blind you, but use your keen, sensi- 
tive, womanly discernment, and look his love 
through and through, and find out of what 
sort it is. He may appear exceedingly nice 
just now, caressing, professing, promising fine 
love and all fine things ; and when the wedding 
day comes he may readily promise, before God 
and the witnesses around, that he will love 
and cherish you till death do you part. Ah, 
but will he do it i Do what you can to find 
this out ere it be too late. Is he a noble, pure, 
manly, godly fellow, unto whom you feel sure 
you can entrust your life's happiness ? It will 
be a sad day and doom for you if, after your 
fate is fixed and bitter tears have washed your 
eyes and cleared them of the delusion and 
deception, you see clearly how the matter 
stands. See this now, then, before your fate 
is fixed. Do you also most especially lay this 
matter before your Heavenly Father, and 
earnestly seek His guidance. AH through your 
courtship and marriage take Him along with 
you. Whether you have an earthly father 
or not to give you away on your wedding-day, 
make sure that you shall have your Heavenly 
Father with you then. Make sure that you 
take that most momentous step leaning on His 
arm, with His smile and blessing upon you. 

Such is what courtship ought to be at its 
commencement — ^viz. the opportunity of finding 
out whether or not the two may become no 
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more two but one — one in love, in sympathy, 
in joy, in sorrow, one in the Loi'd. 

Well, but should the courtship stop when 
this is found out ? Yes — ^as a general rule — 
yes ; if it is seen in the light of reason and in 
the light of God that the two cannot become 
one. What reason and God have put asunder,, 
let no man or woman join together. In that 
case stop the courtship. But supposing it is 
found, at the commencement of the courtship, 
that the two may become one, is the courtship 
to stop as soon as this is found out 1 No — as 
a general rule — no. Be in no hurry to stop 
your courtship. If the courtship is what it 
ought to be, the courting days will be quite as 
happy as the married days. Especially as 
regards you, farm-servants, I am persuaded that 
you, as a general rule, make a great and serious 
mistake in stopping the courting and marrying 
too soon. When you have, at the beginning 
of your courtship, ascertained that you suit 
each other, and are worthy of each other's love, 
let the courtship go on for the purpose of 
strengthening, deepening, rooting and ground- 
ing more and more the mutual acquaintance, 
affection, love, and esteem, which is the right 
preparation and foundation for a rational, godly, 
happy marriage. You cannot store up too 
much of these. You wiU find the married life 
will require all you can possibly lay in. Let 
the courtship go on for the purpose also of 
giving time for your saving and laying by, 
between you, as much money as shall enable 
you to marry and set up house full, comfortable^ 
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free of debt, and something over to wait a rainy 
day. Oh, my dear friends, I am sure you, in 
too many instances, sadly err and darken your 
married life by stopping the courtship and 
marrying too soon. We shall see in our next 
Talk when the marriage ought to take place. 

In the meantime, let me sum up what 
courtship and marriage ougM to he. 

It ought to be a rational thing. It ought to 
be entered upon, carried through, and carried 
out in a wise, judicious, rational way. The 
comfort and weU-being of your temporal and 
eternal life are bound up in this business. 
Surely, then, when it involves such momentous 
consequences, it should be made a matter of 
serious deliberate thought, of calm, close, 
cautiolis consideration and calculation. 

It ought to be a godly thing. Oh, surely 
you cannot and will not keep away your Grod 
^ from your courtship and marriage — from the 
most important connection and step and stage 
in your life's history and destiny ! " Marriages 
are made in heaven," the proverb says. Well, 
shall it not be your first and chiefest concern 
that your marriage shall be made in heaven 
before it be made on earth, — that your court- 
ship, from beginning to end, shall be under the 
eye of your God and consecrated to Him ; — 
that your marriage shall be a marriage in the 
Lord, — in His light and love, with His approval 
and sanction ? 

Such is what courtship and marriage ought 
to be. Now, farm-servant men and women, 
with all affection and sincere desire to help you. 
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— let me ask you this question: Is this the 
style of your courtship and marriage) Are 
your courtship and marriage of this rational 
and godly sort? Are your courtship and 
marriage according to the will and description 
and ideal of God, Who bids you marry in the 
Lord, and makes the marriage union the type 
of that most close and holy and loving and 
heaven-made union between Christ our Lord 
and His own true disciples 1 My dear friends, 
I fear you must answer, No. As a general rule, 
your courtship and marriage are not of this 
rational, pure, and godly sort. How do I 
know? I see it in our Birth Registers — in 
the deplorable amount of illegitimate children 
registered there. I see it in our country Eark- 
Session Eecords. What are these Eecords ? 
They are little else but sad and sickening 
revelations of courtships and marriages defiled 
and darkened by sensuality. I know also, 
from having been for years among you as one 
of yourselves, seeing and hearing how you feel, 
think, speak, and behave, as lads and lasses. 
Oh, right well do I know, and the knowledge 
grieves me to the heart, and makes me very 
earnestly pray and strive to get your courtship 
and marriage, and all your intercourse as men 
and women, elevated, purified, lifted up out of 
the pollution in which it is degraded, into the 
chaste, pure, bright, and blessed thing that 
God who made you male and female desires 
and intends it to be 

Young men, I say unto you: Arise and 
assert your manhood. Vow before your God 
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that in all your intercourse with women you 
shall think and speak and act a pure, noble, 
manly part ; that neither your own life nor the 
life of any woman shall be defiled and darkened 
by you. 

Young women, I also say to you : Arise and 
assert your womanliness. Arise, arrayed in all 
the chastity and purity and beauty and loveli- 
ness wherewith your God intends to endow 
and adorn you ; and then you will be clothed 
with the mighty, elevating, ennobling, purify- 
ing, sweetening power your God hath made 
you to wield ; — then there will emanate from, 
and encompass your person and presence, an 
influence and an atmosphere that will scorch 
and scathe and scare away from you all that is 
impure, and that will mightHy draw towards 
you the love, esteem, and devotion of genuine 
manhood. 

Young men and maidens, your God hath 
made you for each other. Court and marry, 
then, but do it according to His intention and 
ideal, and under His pure, loving, and guiding 
eye. Then and thus your courtship and 
marriage wiU not be a defiling, debasing, 
darkening thing, but it will be an inspiring, 
ennobling, elevating thing ; — mighty to steady 
and strengthen, to purify and protect your 
young lives. 
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COURTSHIP AND MARRIAGE 

(coniinTied), 

Dear Friends — in our last Talk we had the 
courtship started, and not only started, but 
fairly and fully under way, progressing all 
right; the couple equally yoked, their union 
sanctioned and sealed by God and by sound 
sense. And our advice was. that you should 
be in no hurry to cut short these courting days, 
for you would never have happier ones ; and 
that you often made sad mistakes in stop- 
ping the courting and marrying too soon. We 
also promised to have a special Talk with you 
as to when you should marry. 

Well, according to promise, here we are to 
discuss and decide as to this when : — 

Now, then, when should you marry 1 When 
things are all ready for it. But when is that 1 
Is it not noWy since our courtship is all as it 
should be — since we know that we suit each 
other and love each other so well ? Nay ; not 
necessarily. No doubt that is the first and 
great essential of right marriage ; but that is 
not enougL It is not enough for the well- 
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being of the good ship that she have a power- 
ful breeze to fill her sails ; she must also have 
a cool, calculating head, and a firm hand at the 
helm. If, in all the calm majesty of its mighty 
power, the train is to move into the station 
at the right time, there must not only be the 
mighty force of steam to propel it along, — 
there must also be the coolness and the skill 
and the strength to keep it tightly in hand, and 
temper and time it Even so, if you are not to 
make shipwreck of your married life; if you 
are not to dash recklessly into the station of 
wedlock out of all time and doing all sorts of 
mischief, you must, in the exercise of sound 
judgment and prudence and discretion, keep 
tightly in hand and temper and time that 
mighty power of love, affection, enthusiasm, 
which is so powerfully propelling you towards 

marriage. 

But to be a little more particular regarding 
the right time to marry, I would say : Don't 
marry till you secure a decent and suitable, a 
commodious and comfortable house to dwell in. 
You cannot make a happy home of a dark, 
damp, smoky, sooty hovel. Hold up your 
heads and your hearts and your self-respect, 
and continue your courting, rather than crawl 
into such a hoveL 

When talking about the sleeping-places pro- 
vided for the unmarried farm-servants I said 
that, as a general rule, they are far from being 
what they ought to be ; so now, when talking 
of the houses provided on the farms for the 
married servants, I say that these also are, 
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both as regards quantity and quality, far from 
sufficient and satisfactory. 

The quantity is deficient A great many 
n^arried farm-servants cannot get houses on the 
farms at which they are engaged. Hence they 
must have their homes — or rather, I should 
say, their houses ; for in such cases they can 
hardly be called homes — ^in towns and villages 
mUes away from these farms. So it is only 
once a week, and, in many instances, only once 
a month — ay, and not even so often in some 
cases — ^that they can see their wives and child- 
ren, and then only for a few hours. Now what 
home feeling, what home influence, what home 
happiness, can there be when the husband and 
father and head of the house is thus situated % 
The quality also is deficient. A great many of 
the houses that are provided on the farms are 
not nearly good enough. Their accommodation 
and convenience, their general style and get-up, 
are not such as an elevated and refined family 
can comfortably and decently live in. While 
this is the state of matters, speaking generally, 
I am bound to say that there are notable and 
noble exceptions. There are some proprietors 
who have their estates studded with gems of 
cottages, which make one, while they look at 
them, thank God and think what happy homes 
they could be made. 

It did my heart good to see lately, in the 
newspapers, one of our largest proprietors 
standing up in a meeting connected with farm- 
servants and declaring that he was making the 
sleeping apartments and the cottages on his 
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farms a matter of earnest consideration, and 
was determined to do what he could to have 
these all right on that portion of God's earth 
committed to his trust Praised be God for 
such proprietors ! May He increase them more 
and more ! 

And you, farm-servant men and women, who 
are mairied and who wish to marry-yo; can 
do a great deal to hasten and help on this im- 
provement, by giving all concerned clearly to 
understand that you must have a decent house 
to live in, and that, if you cannot get this in 
your own beloved country, you will go else- 
where to find it. 

Whilst I am upon houses and homes, I must, 
however briefly, mention what I have long felt 
to be a sad want — viz. the want of more nice 
two-horse farms. The want of these is, in many 
ways, a very great loss to our farm-servants and 
to our country generally. Such farms should 
be scattered broadcast among our larger ones, 
so that an industrious, well-doing, saving couple, 
like what we are supposing, might look forward 
to entering upon one of these when they married, 
or about midlife, and thus have a permanent 
home, where they could rightly bring up their 
family, and spend their old age in comfortable 
independence. 

But I must take care and not wander from 
my subject^ which is when you ought to marry. 
Well, then, here is one thing to fix the time — 
viz. when you have got a well-aired, well-lighted, 
commodious house which you can make a nice, 
tasteful, tidy, comfortable, happy home o£ 
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Further, I would say : Don't marry till you 
have, between you, saved sufficient money to 
m and furnish your house, and to give you a 
full and free start in your wedded life. 

But how much is that, and when should we 
have it 1 

Well, I have very carefully considered and 
calculated in order to be able to answer you 
this question. Here is how the matter stands, 
or ought to stand. You, young man, should 
have at the age of eighteen a full supply of 
clothes. At the present rate of wages you might 
have more at that age than a full supply of 
clothes ; but I wish to keep fairly within what 
I know you are perfectly able to do. At 
eighteen, then, you have an abundant stock of 
clothing, and are prepared to begin to save 
money. Now, how much can you save a year % 
I have carefully counted the cost up from the 
boots to the bonnet, have made ample allowance 
for pocket-money and for missionary and chari- 
table purposes, have even gone the length of 
£1 sterling for tobacco — although I feel that 
this is a pound of precious money uselessly 
blown into the air. I have also set aside £2 
to be paid yearly for insuring you £100 to be 
paid to you at the age of fifty-five, or to your 
wife and family if you should die before that 
age. Now, what does all this come to? It 
comes to £12 a year. Well, what have you 
over to put in the bank ? You have other £13. 
I am supposing your wa^s to amount to £24 
a year. A good servant (and you aught to be 
a good servant) will get about £24 a year. 
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In my young days £6 or £7 was the average 
wages for a half-year. With the exception of 
the boots, the other clothing was as dear then 
as now, and / know that a careful, thrifty, good 
servant could save a good deal a year even 
then. 

Now, then, here is another point fixed. You 
can, beginning at eighteen, lay by £12 a year. 
Well, suppose you go on saving at this rate for 
ten years, you will, at the end of that time, 
have (counting in the interest) in the bank £130 
or thereabout. 

And you, young woman, can and ought to 
do your part in this saving. By the time you 
are twenty-two you could, at your present rate 
of wages, have laid by £30 or so. 

Now, then, I can answer your question. 
Here is the whole matter upon black and white. 
Young man, you are twenty- eight, and have 
in the bank £130. Young woman, you are 
twenty-two, and have in the bank £30. Thus 
you have between you the cosy, comfortable 
sum of £160; and, over and above this, you 
can count on your £100 of insurance. Well, 
then, if you have got a right house secured, 
marry when you like. Your love and fitness 
for each other have been well proved, and found 
to be all right. You have prudently considered 
and provided the ways and means. You have 
over all the approbation of your God. Surely, 
then, marry when you like. You have every 
reason to look forward to an independent, com- 
fortable, happy married life. 

Such is the right time and the right way to 
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many. Now, my dear friends, is this, usually, 
your time and way of marrying 1 I am sorry 
to say, It is not. It is by far too common with 
you to let blind affection and impulse drive you 
into marriage out of all time and out of all 
reason. You marry in haste and repent at 
leisure. You foolishly and thoughtlessly marry 
too young, with no decent home secured, and 
with no money saved to set up house witL 
And, marrying thus, your whole wedded life 
is a hard, heartless, hopeless struggle with 
poverty. " Marry for love and work for siller," 
you fimcied. "We love each other so well 
that our wedded life must be bright and blessed 
in spite of any or all earthly hardships and 
struggles," so you imagined. Ah, but the stern 
realities of the empty house and the empty 
purse, and the cMdren crying for food and 
clothes and education, and the merchant craving 
for payment of his accounts, make sad havoc 
of these fine, fanciful, sentimental dreams and 
visions. Well, then, dear friends, don't dream 
dreams and see visions, but wake up and look 
these stem realities fully in the face; count 
upon them; wisely and thoughtfully provide 
for them, before they come upon you and crush 
you. 

Then, again, in the precious days of youth, 
when God is giving you health, strength, and 
spirit to work and win good wages, it is not 
usual with you to lay by money to make your 
married life and your old age independent and 
comfortable. 

In too many instances you are careless and 
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thriftless, and sinfully throw away and waste 
these good wages. You are thriftless with 
your clothes. You don't get them timeously 
and thoroughly mended. You carelessly fling 
them aside when wet, and so let them rot 
You don't take care to keep them well and 
make them last ; and thus you go through and 
destroy a great deal more than you require. 
You foolishly and uselessly throw away and 
waste your hard-earned money. How much 
precious money do you waste on foolish bargains, 
such as bu3ring, selling, and exchanging watches; 
on bottles of whisky ; on fanciful harness and 
ornaments for your master's horses ; at feeing- 
markets and term times ; and suchlike ways 1 And 
what is the consequence of this foolish and sin- 
ful waste 1 It is this : On your marriage day 
you have nothing to start the married life with. 
When sickness comes, you have nothing pro- 
vided for it. If you die, your poor wife haa 
hardly enough to bury you ; and, ere the grass 
is green on your grave, she is begging for her- 
self and children at the feet of the Parochial 
Board. And if you and she live to old age, as 
soon as you are unable to work, you are in 
want ; you have nothing to live on, and your 
old age is darkened, degraded, disgraced by 
pauperism, by cringing and craving for the 
wretched pittance doled out by the Poor In- 
spector. There was no Poor Law nor Parochial 
Board in my farm-servant days. And I, for 
one, think it a great pity that such a law 
should ever have been made. I believe it has 
done a vast deal to degrade our peasantry, to 
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break down and banish from amongst them the 
noble spirit of independence and self-respect 
and self-reliance that used to be their glory. 
God's own poor — those who are poor from no 
fault of theirs — ^were and would be better off 
without this law. They were and would be 
more satisfactorily supplied in God's own way 
— Viz, from the love and charity which He hath 
put into the hearts of His own rich and well- 
to-do. The devil's poor — ^those who are poor 
from their own carelessness and thriftlessness 
and sin — ^would not be so well off without this 
law. It has done a great deal to make them 
comfortable and to encourage them in their sin. 
My dear friends, I have heard it said that 
some of you are not ashamed to hold up your 
faces and say that you don't care and don't 
need to save money, because you have this 
Parochial Board to look forward to and depend 
upon 1 Surely this cannot be true of many of 
you. If it is, then farewell to the glory and 
name and boast of our high-spirited, independ- 
ent, self-reliant Scottish peasantry. But I will 
not believe that such a mean debasing spirit 
has got anything like a general possession of 
you. I will believe that you still value what 
our poet calls " the glorious privilege of being 
independent ;" that it is your fixed determina- 
tion, God helping you, that neither you nor 
yours shall ever have to cringe and crave at the 
feet of any Parochial Board ; that, God helping 
you, you will provide things honest in the sight 
of all men, and owe no man anything, but to 
love one another. 

F 



No. IX. 

THE HOME AND HOW TO MAKE IT HAPPY. 

Where are we now, dear friends, in our Talk 
together? Look over our former Talks and 
see. You have been rightly mated and married. 
You have set up house, and set out on the 
married life. Now let us have a Talk about 
how to make the married life and the home 
happy. 

You have got a nice comfortable house, we 
shall suppose. Well, then, if you wish to make 
this house a happy home, keep it dean, tidy, 
and tasteful : — 

Cleanliness, tidiness, neatness, orderliness: — 
this is a very important element in the happi- 
ness of a home : — ^Here is a home where Uie 
wife and mother gets up betimes in ihs morning, 
and so makes a good start on every new day 
and new opportunity of life. It is a grand 
thing to make a good start on every new fresh 
morning Gk)d gives us. Here is the house 
beautifully clean, neat, orderly. Everything 
put in its own place at the right time and in 
the right trim. The husband's and children's 
clothes well washed, mended, buttoned. The 
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children all ready for going out to their work 
or their school in good time. The meaU 
deliberately and perfectly cooked and on the 
table clean and cosy and comfortable at the 
diet hour. Herself trig^ blithe^ and bonny. 
As soon as yon enter this home a very deli^t- 
ful glow of comfort and happiness comes over 
yon. Yon feel what a great help to the happi- 
ness of the home such housekeeping is : — 

" His wee bit ingle, blinkin' bonnily. 

His dean heaith-stane, Mb thiiftie wifie's smile, 

The lisping infiuit prattling on his knee. 
Does a' his weary, carking cares beguile, 

An' makes him quite fbiget his htboor an' his toiL" 

Yes ; if the husband of such a wife and home is 
not contented, loving and happy, he is a brute 
and not a man. He is a cruel, ill-conditioned, 
disgusting, disheartening curse on Grod's earth. 
H^re is another home where the means and 
opportunities of making it a happy home are as 
good as in the one just described. But what a 
difference ! Here is the wife and mother in loath- 
some sloth, dozing away in bed the good start 
on the fresh day Grod hath giyen her to glorify 
Him in her home and to finish there the work 
He hath given her to do. There she is when 
she does get up — ^what a fright of filth and 
flIoYenliness ! Look through the house : — the 
'^hearthHBtane"; this nook; that nook; below 
the table; above the table; here; there; every- 
irliere: — ashes, dust, dirt, disorder, disgust 
j9o spot in that home on which your eye can 
r0^^ with comfort Behold the children. Some 
c^^^^iiing about half-naked ; those that have to 
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go out to school all behind. There they go, 
poor things, ill-washed, ill-dressed, heartless- 
looking, with a whipping likely waiting them 
for being late. There the husband comes in 
to his breakfast ; but it is not ready. All is 
hurry-skurry, helter-skelter — ^provoking not to 
love and happiness, but to hatred and wretched- 
ness. He gulps down his insufferably ill-cooked 
meal, and rushes from his house certainly not 
singing: "Home, sweet home," but in bitter- 
ness of spirit, growling something very different 
indeed : — 

Well, then, wives, will you mark this? I 
assure you it is a matter of great importance. 
If you wish to make your home happy; — ^if 
you wish to see your husband's face bright and 
beaming when he comes home — ^give him a 
neat, clean, orderly, comfortable home to come 
to. 

Secondly, thrift, economy, good-ma/Migement, in 
order to the securing of a competency and to 
the keeping clear of debt, is another thing upon 
which the happiness of the home very much 
depends : — If you have to keep up a daily 
struggle with poverty and want ; — tf you can 
think of nothing but of how you can get food 
and clothing for yourselves and children, and 
of how you can pay the debts which are always 
rising up before you — ^how can you be happy 1 
In order to the happiness of your home, there 
must be in it a competent portion of the good 
things of this life. There must be a competent 
portion for the health and happiness of the 
body in the shape of sufficient food and cloth- 
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ing, and of other bodily comforts. There must 
also be a competent portion for the health and 
happiness of the soul and spirit in the shape of 
papers, magazines, and wholesome enjoyable 
books ; ay, — ^and also in the shape of the feel- 
ing of independence and heart's ease and 
elasticity and spring and joy which camiot 
exist when the home is darkened and depressed 
by want ; — when the heart and spirit are dis- 
tracted and distressed, broken and crushed by 
poverty and debt Yes; debt: — above all 
things take care and don't run into debt. If 
you let the blight and misery of debt into your 
home then farewell to its happiness. Submit 
to any self-denial and sacrifice rather than be 
brought under the bondage and wretchedness 
of debt. Resolutely bar the door of your home 
against debt. Keep it out as you would the 
pestilence. Dread and shun the misery of using 
and living upon what is not your otvn, but 
another man's. And in order to your enjoying 
this competency and freedom from debt you 
must be good managers, thrifty, economical 
If you have saved as you ought and have not 
married too soon, you have begun your married 
life with a competency. Well, take care and 
keep it Except for the furnishing of your 
house, you should not require to touch your 
savings till old age comes. The interest of 
your money and your earnings should be suffi- 
cient for you so long as you are in the vigour 
of life. And, in the first years of your married 
life, instead of making your savings less, you 
should be making them greater, if you are both 
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uniting to do your best. Now then, this is my 
second constituent of a happy home — ^viz. that 
it have a competency and be free from debt. 
What do we pray for in the fourth petition of 
our Lord's prayer? In the fourth petition, 
which is : " Give us this day our daily bread," 
we pray that of God's free gift we may receive 
a competent portion of the good things of this 
life, and enjoy His blessing with them. Very 
well ; pray this petition, but while you pray it 
remember also to practise it. God will answer 
it in yom acting it out in prudent forethought, 
good-management, thrift, economy. 

Thirdly, in order that the home may be 
happy, you must bring into it and keep v/p all 
through the married life the love-cherishing looks 
amd words and ways of the cowrtin^ days. You 
must not stop courting when you get married. 
You must bring the endearments and the honey 
of the courting days and the honeymoon into 
all the days and moons of the married life. 
Many a married life is marred and blighted by 
not attending to this. Dear friends, attend you 
to it, if you would make your home and wedded 
life bright and blessed. If your love is to live 
it must he fed by loving looks and words and 
deeds. If you shut and seal it up in your 
hearts by sulky, selfish, ill-natured ways to 
one another, you will kill it If you wish to 
keep it healthy, fresh, and growing, you must 
let it out — you must give it exercise in the free 
air and sunshine of action — of being and doing 
what it prompts. 

It has been said that a Scotchman doesn't 
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tell his wife that he loves her till he or she is 
dying. I don't think this is true. There is 
another time he tells her this — viz. when he 
is courting her. A Scotchman must not excuse 
himself for making his home and married life 
dark and wretched by saying that there is 
something in his Scotch nature which compels 
him to lock up his love in sullen silence and in 
unloving behaviour. 

The Old Farm-Servant has known a lad and 
lass in their courting days — ^what they were 
and how they behaved to each other then. He 
has seen them married and started on the 
wedded life with everything favourable and 
hopeful for making that life happy. He has 
looked in upon them four or five years after to 
see how they were getting on. But what a 
change has come over them, and over his dream 
of the sweet home theirs would be ! There is 
the wife, from the crown of the head to the 
sole of the foot, a revolting spectacle of slattern- 
liness and filthiness, and the house and children 
to match. Can that woman be the neat, trim, 
graceful, charming lass of the courting days ! 
Now for the husband What like is he 1 Here 
he is, going out and in like a spectre from the 
tombs, exceeding fierce. The very features of 
his countenance changed from his not letting 
beam out from it the love of his heart Nothing 
is seen in that face save ill-nature and gloomy 
sullenness. Nothing comes from those lips 
save depressing groans, angry growls, sullen * 
grunts. Can that be the sprightly, beaming, 
bright, attractive lad that wooed and won in 
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the courting days ! Is that home, sweet home, 
which might have been and which the Heavenly 
Father wished to have been 1 No : verily no. 
And why? Just because in that home and 
married life the love has not been fed and 
nourished by loving looks and words and ways ; 
but starved and crushed and killed by unloving, 
unkind, ill-natured looks and words and ways. 
My newly-married couple, who have set out 
on the married life, happy, hopeful, and strong 
in each other's love, take heed and beware. 
This state of matters is sadly true and sadly 
common. If you would not like it to be the 
state of matters in your own case don't leave 
your love to take care of itself after you get 
married, but take you care of it by letting it 
out to each other in all the ways you can think 
of. Be and do to each other all that your love 
moves you to be and do. Thus keep it fresh 
and warm and powerful Don't wait till you 
are dying ere you say and show that you love 
each other. Neither God nor man may beUeve 
you then. And, although it be true, will it 
not then be too late ? Will it not be a terrible 
sting — an awfully bitter ingredient in your 
dying — to have to look back on your home and 
married life made so dark and miserable to 
yourselves and so dishonouring and ungrateful 
to your God and Father, — and to see — how 
clearly in the light of death ! — how different it 
might and ought to have been, — and to feel — 
with what anguish of spirit!— that your home 
and married life is done, clean gone for ever 
with all its precious days and privileges and 
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opportunities for glorif3ring your God and for 
making each other happy ? 

My newly-married pair, you would not like 
ycmr wedded life to be a wretched remorseful 
thing like that. Well, then, while you are at 
this end of it and have it all before you to make 
or to mar, vow, in the love and grace of your 
Heavenly Father, that your married life shall 
be bright, blessed, beautiful by your keeping 
up and letting out your love to one another — 
by your letting it have its perfect work. My 
dear friends, you will find burdens and sorrows 
and disheartening things enough in this selfish, 
saddening world ; do not add to these by keep- 
ing in your love and letting out ill-nature to 
one another in yovr ovm home. Keep blazing 
brightly there the flame of love by daily heap- 
ing on the fuel of loving looks and words and 
deeds, so that bright and buoyant and strong 
and courageous in each other's love you may 
toil and endure and overcome. 

Last, but not least, it is essential to the 
happiness of the home that your Lord and 
Saviour abide in it : — ^The home that bars its 
door against the Saviour cannot be a happy 
home whatever else it may have. The home 
that opens its door and welcomes the Saviour 
in and feels that His presence is the one thing 
the home cannot be without will not be an un- 
happy home, whatever else it may want. 

He is the Great Sweetener of all the home 
blessings and enjoyments and relations : — 

How can there be real, rational, genuine 
happiness in a Godless Ghristless home though 
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fan of an ilie good things of this life f A cUrk 
seowfing hearcn ^tret the home ! the hcnoe 
loTes mud leUtknsh^ sercxed from God ! the 
home-life a Godless tife ! — ^how can soeh a home 
he hxp^ ! On the other hand, if we haTe the 
SaTioar ahiding in oar home, and so haTe His 
Father and oar Father laniHng down opcm it, 
and so hare the light to see and the heart 
to enjoj an oar home hkssii^ as coming 
from Him, then and thos are we ahle to sack 
from these Uessings the last drop of their 



He is the Grmt Sfm^aOdtBr and Comforter 
and SusUumer onder an the home tnals and 
afflictioiis and crosses and dis^pointments : — 

Trials wffl comcL Dark doods wiU settle 
down apoa oor lKMn& Fond hopes wiU be 
blasted. Sore bereaTanents, bht^ partings, 
heart-haiTOwing sins and sorrows — bat in all 
these things we shaU be more than oonqnerors 
if we hare in the home with as the sympathis- 
ing sostaining presence of oor Kessed Beloved 
SsTionr speaking with power to oomf ((Ht : " Be 
not afraid for I am with joa ; and no one and 
no thing shall really hart joa. In me ye have 
peace ; be of good cheer !" 

He is the Great BeamdUr in aU the home 
differences : — 

Differences, disagreements, discordances will 
arise, bat they will not go yery deep, nor last 
Tery long if the loye>fostering peace-making 
Sayioor be in the homa His presence will 
make it intolerable misery for as to Ure in on- 
loyingness and onforgiyingness and iU>natare to 
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each other. If we let anger and ill-will and 
strife into our home He will go out of it and 
leave it dreary and desolate. Ah, but we will 
not — we cannot let Him away; so we will — 
we must— dwell together in loving unity. 



No. X. 

OLD AGE AND THE END. 

Dear Friends — As regards our present life 
on earth, every thing comes to an end. This 
life itself comes to an end. We grow old and 
die and disappear from our place and work 
here. Well, let us have a Talk about old age 
and the end. 

You are growing old. The signs and symp- 
toms of old age are beginning to appear and 
to be felt by you. When you breast your 
horse, instead of springing high enough and 
throwing your leg easily over, you strike too 
low and come down heavily on the ground. 
When you come upon a dyke, instead of bound- 
ing over right before you as you used to do, 
you give a look for a slap ; or if you do try 
the bounding right over your foot strangely 
comes against the top, and you need to try 
again. When you take up your newspaper 
you have, somehow, difficulty in seeing to read 
it, and you wonder what ails the lamp. Before 
yoking-time, while the young fellows are brush- 
ing and burnishing the harness and decking 
the horses, you are resting in the orra trevis 
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among the straw — somehow you have lost 
enthnsiasm and energy for these things. When 
you awake in the morning and think of and 
get np to the day's work, you don't feel nearly 
so well rested and fresh and vigorous as you 
were wont to feeL What is the meaning of 
all this % What is coming oyer yon % You are 
^[rowing old. The stiffiaess, the feebleness, the 
dimness, the weariness of old age have silently 
and stealthily crept upon you. You are grow- 
ing old. You are not able any longer to keep 
your place abreast of the young and vigorous 
on the farm. You must leave that place and 
live out your days somewhere and somehow 
else. 

But where and how i — this is tbe important 
question. 

Where % Well, you wouldn't like to go to a 
town and be cribbed up there away from the 
old fsums, and the green fields, and the fr^sh 
air, and all the old associations. You would 
like to go to a nice comfortable croft or small 
farm where you could enjoy what was left of 
life and use what was left of strength at the 
old' work in the old way. Well, dear friends, 
I again say that I am very sorry indeed that 
there are not in our country far more of such 
homes for you to go to. The want of these is 
a sad want — ^a very great drawback to your 
well-being and well-doing. And I am exceed- 
ingly delighted to see some signs of our large- 
landed proprietors wakening up to the belief of 
this. The Duke of Argyll, in a speech he 
made in Edinbur^ gave it as his conviction 
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that these crofts and small anns were the 
very backbone of our coontiy, and that he 
intended, when he got the opportunity, to 
divide some of his large farms, each into four 
or five comfortable holdings and homes. Well 
done, Argyll! I heartily pray that all our 
great landlords would go and think and do 
likewise. This would be a mighty boon and 
blessing to our Scotland's peasantry, and I 
am sure it would be no loss to those who have 
the great power and the great responsibilUy 
of possessing our Scotland's land. We are 
beginning to see large farms becoming a drug 
in the market, but we never see small holdings 
in this position: to these we see multitudes 
eagerly rushing, and offering and giving for 
them more than they are worth. 

Well, but in the meantime, while there are 
in many parts of our Scotland so few of such 
homes to enjoy your old i^e in, if you cannot, 
in any shape or form, get a home in tiiie country, 
you must, however much against your inclina- 
tion, go to the nearest town or village and live 
out your time there. And, after all, if you 
have your Heavenly Father with you as the 
true portion and home of your heart, and you 
can pay your own way, you will be happy any- 
where. 

Yes—^ay your own toay. Your old age ought 

to have the comfort of a competency ^the 

glorious privilege and blessing of being inde- 
pendent — independent even of your own 
children. If yo,u have taken care of your 
youth and of the strength of your life, ^if you 
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have taken care of your courtship and marriage 
and married life, — ^you may and ought to have 
a comfortable independence for your old age 
and end. I have, in our former Talks, tried to 
show you how. Look back and see, and save 
me from going over it again. 

Now, then, my dear aging and aged friend, 
there you are, somewhere on God's earth and 
under Grod's heaven, jogging and jotting away 
as you are inclined and able, comfortable and 
contented; — ^meeting now and then with an 
old crony and fighting your battles o'er again, 
and sometimes with a man and woman in the 
bloom and vigour of manhood and womanhood 
come to see you, and, with great affection and 
thankfulness, telling you how much good your 
kindness and courage and example and influ- 
ence did them when they came, as boys and 
girls, to the farms where you were a leading 
servant : — 

There you are, often looking hack and seeing, 
doubtless, many dark things that you grieve 
over and repent of, but also many bright things 
to make you thankful — ^feeling, upon the whole, 
that, by the grace and good hand of your God 
upon you, you were, on those farms which rise 
up behind you, a blessing and not a curse; 
that to those masters and mistresses and fellow- 
servants your presence and influence was not 
a darkening debasing power, but a brightening 
and elevating one : — 

There you are, often looking forward also. 
And what to? Not now to earthly objects 
and hopes — these are nearly all gone away 
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behind. You have reached and experienced 
the best that this earth can give you. You 
feel very forcibly what a wretched best that is, 
and what a wretched disappointed creature 
you would be if this best were your best and 
your alL But, thanks be to God, it is not so. 
Your best is not past and gone with this pass- 
ing earthly life, but on before with Him in 
glory. So that your old age has the dew of 
youth upon it, and is gilded and gladdened 
with as bright and blessed a hope as ever 
gilded and gladdened the rosy morning and 
heyday of life. 

Yes, dear aged friend, everything in this life 
comes to an end, and your end has now come. 
You have come to many a term-day, but this 
is the most important of them all — the term day 
of death. Through many a hard day's work 
you have toiled to six o'clock, but now you 
have toiled and travelled to the great six d clock 
that ends the twelve hours of life's working 
day. You have had before you many changes 
and Sittings, and you have thought and won- 
dered over the new place, the new work, the 
new master and mistress and fellow-servants. 
Ah, but you never had before you a change 
and a flitting like this — from this world to the 
next, from time to eternity ! " What like will 
that new place be? What will my work be 
there ? What my enjoyment ? What about 
my companions ? I cannot say ; I cannot see 
but very dimly. But one thing I know about 
it which gives me unspeakable comfort — ^I know 
the Master there. He is no stranger to me. I 
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have known and tried to serve Him for many 
years here. I know His heart and power and 
desire to make me happy. I am sure He is 
able and willing to make that a perfectly blessed 
and glorious place for me. I am sure the work 
He will there put me to will not be a hard, 
grievous, weary task, but the spontaneous, 
irrepressible inspiration and energy and out- 
going and unutterable enjoyment of the per- 
fected glorified body and spirit I have a 
desire to depart and be with Him and at it 
Beloved Master and Lord, now let Thy servant 
depart in peace, for mine eyes have seen Thy 
salvation." 

Such the beautiful sunset of life — such the 
happy old age and end yours ought to be and 
might be, if, from your youth up, you would 
dedicate your life to your God and Father and 
be all He wishes you to be. 

Ay — (mght to be and might he ; but is it really 
and generally so 1 No, alas no ! As a gen- 
eral rule, your old age and end are darkened, 
degraded, distressed by want — ^by poverty and 
pauperism. From our country Poorhouses and 
Parochial Boards I find that ttoo-thirds of our 
paupers are old farm -servants. Now, dear 
friends, does not this bring to light a very 
sad state of matters as regards your old age 
and end % The cold, dreary wretched bondage 
of a poorhouse for the home of your old age ! 
The miserable cringing and begging from a 
poor - inspector ! The poor-inspector, if not 
the chief mourner, yet the chief manager in 

G 
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getting grave-clothes, a coffin, and a grave, 
for your burial ! 

Thus it is far too commonly, in so far as the 
bodily comfort and happiness of your old age 
and end are concerned Now, what about the 
spiritual comfort and happiness ? What about 
your look back 1 What about the influence of 
your life at those places and among those 
fellow-servants that rise up before your mind's 
eye ] Your words and conduct, your Saturday 
nights and Sabbath days, the souls you helped 
to decoy and drag down from purity and godli- 
ness to pollution and devilishness — is it com- 
forting and cheering to look back on such 
things ? 

And the look forward, — the eternity and 
judgment now come close up to you, is that 
outlook hopeful and homelike, — something you 
delight to look at and think about, or some- 
thing that you turn away from with hatred 
and horror and despair ? 

Dear aged friend, who may read this and 
feel as you read it : " I am the man. This is 
the dark description of my old age,*' — then I 
say to you: Do not despair and give up all 
as lost, but, with all the feeble strength still 
left, look up and pray for the Promised Com- 
forter to come and let you see the Glorified 
Saviour able and willing to save even at the 
eleventh hour, — able to save to the uttermost, — 
able and willing to save you — even you, yet — 
even yet. 

Yes ; but the best we can think of such an 
old age and end is not very bright nor very 
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hopeful. It is at the other end of life — at the 
youth and the start — that we can do most for 
old age and the end. A blessed old age is^ 
procured, provided for, built up in the precious 
days of youth and of life's strength. And so, 
dear friends, at the end of these Talks we find 
ourselves back at where we set out — back at 
the mothers, the boyhood and girlhood, the 
manhood and womanhood. If we take care of 
these, old age and the end will take care of 
themselves. So, dear young friends, we are 
round again at you. Eemember your Creator, 
your Covenant God and Father, in the days of 
your youth. Give your heart and hand to 
Him in the freshness and vigour of your youth, 
and walk with Him in His right and good and 
happy way, and He will not forsake you when 
you grow old and gray-headed. Nay, but He 
will cling the closer to you, and you to Him, 
and give you to rest and rejoice in Him as the 
strength of your heart and your portion for 
ever, all the surer and clearer as you journey 
through life and come up to and pass by the 
illusions and hopes, the pursuits and pleasures, 
of this passing world, and come nearer and 
nearer the perfection and glory unto which He 
is guiding you. 

And now, dear friends, once more, everything 
must come to an end, and so must these Talks 
of ours. I wonder how many of you will 
think it worth your while to read them, and 
be any the better from doing so. They have 
cost some pains and prayers. They have been 
given to God with the earnest desire that He 
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^' would take them odcI make the best of them 
for His own glory and for your good. And it 
will be matter of great joy and thankfulness 
to the Old Farm-Servant if this desire of his 
heart has been or shall be in any measure 
accomplished. 



THE END. 
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